FLORIDA
FARMWORKERS

"No group of people I have worked with - in the South, in
Appalachia, and in our northern ghettos - tries harder to
work, indeed travels all over the country, working, work-
ing from sunrise to sunset, seven days a week, when the
crops are there to be harvested. There is something
ironic and special about that too: in exchange for the
desire to work, for the terribly hard work of bending and
stooping to harvest our food, these workers are kept apart
1ike no others, denied rights and privileges no others are
denied, denied even halfway decent wages, asked to live
homeless and vagabond lives..."

Dr. Robert Coles, research psychiatrist from Harvard Univ.,
testifying before the U.S: Senate Subcommittee on Migra-
tory Labor, July 28, 1969.
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EQUALITY
UNDER THE LAW?

Neational Labor Relations Act, 1935

Established the rlaht of empluyees o
arganize and bargain collectively.
THE FARMWORKER WAS EXULUDED.

Also means that the National Labor
Relations Board has no jurlsdiction
in Tabor disputes in agriculture.

U.S. Fair Labor Standards Act, 1938

Defined minimum wages, overtims pay,
hours of work and the use of child
labor in most Tmdustrias,

THE FARMWORKER WS EXCLUDED.

ntii 1966, agriculture was excluded
completely: now agricultural labar
on large farms is under the mininum
wage proyisions but the minimum rate
is $1.30 per hour &5 <Gmpared with
the $1.60 applicable to other workers
{About 70% of the hired farm workers
in Florida are covered.) The farm-
worker 15 wacluded from the -other
provisions of the Taw.

Workmen's Compensation

Provided pay and medical help for in-
jured workers and persions ta their
dependents in cases where death
occurs. By 1948 311 the states had
enacted this program.

THE FARMWORKER WAS EXCLUTIED

until 1971, About 70% af tha farm-
workers in Florida mow are covered.
Were the same criteriz used for agri-
culture as for other Imdustries, 99%
would be covered

Unemploymant Compensgation

THE  FARMWOREER WAS EXCLUDED.

For thié 1ast two years, agricultural
employers hove been abile Lo apply
for & waiver af the ezemption, which.
if approved, allows tham to parti-
gipate {n the proagram for the' com-
plete calendar year. Accoriding $6
the diviston of Mgrant babor, eisht
agricultural Fime are pariicipatim

Oecoupational Satty and Health, 1970

Covers agricolture bat mde effective
by the anforcement of rules or stand-

ards promyleated By the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor. To date, unl]r three
standords =pplicabie to agricultore

have bean promulnated. Farm esploy-
ent i the third most dangerous
oooupation, after mining and con-
struction, (U.5.0apartment of Labor)

CHILD LABOR LEQISLATION

State Chlld Labor Statutes

Florida Stalias Chapler 450,

Part 1, Chiid Lahar

450.011 - provided exengition af
minors employed in dumestic or farm
work from the follmwing statutes®

150.0271 - children urder 12 years of
age may not be mmgaced fn gainful
employment.

450,081, S#ction | - mo minor under
16 is pormitted to work more than

6 consecutive dayz. 40 hours a week,
or 8 hours a ddy.

450,082, S8, 2 - no mlipar under 10
is permitted to work more tham &

hours withaut & 30 minute Tupssh break.

450.091, Sec. 1 - where 'cHildren und
under 18 are emplovid sultable tidlet
facilities must be provided.

450.111 = children undar 16 mdy pot
wirk while schoel 15 In session with-
out a work certificata,
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According to the U.3. Senate Suboom-
nltten on Midratory Labor: ons cut of
gvery § pald ggricultura] workers ig
& child befwean the ages of 10 and 13
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HEALTH SERVICES

ttaaltn Services for Tarm workers are
aroyided throwgh 10 projects af the
State Divizion of Beslth: drtward;
Lallter, Glades-Hendry, HY1lsharough,
Lee, PaIm Peach, 5t. Lucie, Sdrasota,
SEninale and St. .Inﬂns—F]aqlethiH:
of Putpam. The Owited States Pubjic
lgalth fervice directly funde 3 pros
foctis 1)1The Froxtpronf Aron Health
Services Project{Coca Colnli 2) the
Commmity Health of South Dade, loc.;
and 3] the Orange Farmecrkers Health
Aszaciationlnat opareting to date).
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FACTS ABOUT
FARMS IN FLORIDA

Therm e abisid 35,0000 farms in the Stals Ap-
proxitatih A D00 hovwe sales over S4000H0
FPewer Bum 100 #3247 hon sales over § 100,000
1 500 Cens of ARCUtiee -— County Daka 41,5
Crant. of Coremmoa. Burean of e Gerssus. |

Flonga fas 14 milon sorss gl [ammiandg ang 34
mrilion Sakel sihepge, ool BT Sousnd o o
Elh'l.ﬂ (i | wrfh Gorme GRS mikon raE M‘JIH:‘
i e farmoare Lyes Bros. will 350,000
perpa - gnd  fhe  Meemodn . Chueeh'e - Desreétte,
000D sreE

The 87 felon oncfeem sales in Fionda (187
includas Ciris. 580000000, Livaocs &
Powlry, E464 000 000  Vegetnoles & Molors
£2340 000,000 Suger, §80.000,000;  Fonag|
Froduatn. $8q,000 000 *
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FARM INCOME SITUATION
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Twe on False?
800,000 farmeorkers are inder 16.

The average Famjly warns $2021 &
yeary 9% recelve welfare,

Iha averade farmwirker can Tind
witrk Tess tham 5 months a wear,

Hi ar the drops out of school
aftar §.2 years,

The average fomily 1n Florids

has about Five mmbers: the aver-
fge dwelling has less than £
rooms. S0E have no Bink; more
than 953 have pe toflel, shiwer
or hath,

They have a 1§fe expactancy of
A% compared with 7 for other
Amoricens.

Infant mortality is more than
twice as highi desth from Flu &
pneumciria 1% theee times ag Wigh;
gnd dedith from tuberculozis and
ather fnfactious discsses Four
times ms high for farmworikers,

He ar she 15 four times more
Tikely to die in aw gecldent on
tha Job.

Festicides causm an pEtimated 75
thousand scute peinzonimgs ann-
uaiiy.

Farmwarkers are sscluded From
panrly every piece of state and
fedara] protective Tegfslation
including minimm wage |awz.

137 3, uxy ‘dursopbsro oo
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ssecosnessamsas MODEL FAAM LABOR BILL sesessscoscmacecs

In FESpONSE 0 reguesis. Tora comorafiomalive bi11 thal would provide farm
workers with benefits and protections secured: to-virtua]]y 2ll other esploy-
eeg | the country, the Miarant Lessl Retion Program has mede avd{lokle &
comprelmngive mode) . farm labar W5, The BT kas sections dealipg itk farm
labor recrul tment, wages amd Giours, feld santtetion, callective bareaining.

emp lapment apreansnts, labor camps and o g1y right of action far an u?—
grieved worker. The B0l sloo creates withinm 3 State an Sidepundant orf

R

of Migrant znd Seazons) Farm Workers. Coples of the hill are avallokle upon

roquest tor Migrant Legal Action Progrzm, Ine. .

Washipgton, DT, FOO06,

[930 K Strest, horthuset,




Guest Editorial I

‘_ R EDUCATION

Mighant chifdren have centain characteristics which differentiate them from

the majority of the stable populfation of the public schools:
They are afmost all dank-skinned, dark-hained, and dark-eyed, coming as
they do from Negno, Mexican-American on Spanish origins. They wear Lnap-
propriate, {nadequate, on LEE-{itiing clothing and shoes. They show evi-
dence of neglect in nutnition, health habits and grooming. They use a
different pattern of speech; for the many from Spanish speaking famifies,
English is an imperfectly mastered second Language.

Most youngstens, negandless of chronofogical age, are at the primany Level
in school subjects. They are unfamibiar with proper use of schoof tools such
as pens and pencils, crayons, scissons, rubens, and also show a basic Lack
of expendience with books, pictures and the wiitten word, They do not it
easily into the usual classroom and have thoublfe Learning fhom ghoup Lnsin-
uetion, but are attentive, cooperative, and responsive o individual Lnsdn-
uetion.

These children need a Specialized schoof situation in order fo make educa-
Zionak proghess. 14 44 obvdious fo them, as well as everyone else, that they
do not it into the traditionaf graded pubfic aschool classnoom.

14 these children werne eased into school by means of part-time transition
cfasses which catened fo thein needs, some of the difficuliies could be
eliminated. They could be integhated effectively and Sympathetically into
that fundamental institution of demochacy, the public school system. AL
present, the schools appear to be The one place which has contact with mi-
ghant wonkens and can offer them meaws for bettering their cunnent deplora-
ble Living conditions and hope fohr proghessing in ;ﬂc future,

A key wond here, however, s "sympatheiic". Pursuant and prenequisite to
everything efse, these children need intelligent, informed, sympatheiic
guidance. The success of any schoof progham depends mone upon Zhe teachen
who wses it than upon any other singfe on ghoup of factors, "There is
nepeated evidence Lndicating that no neal change occurs in the educational
system until the teacher in the classroom undenstands, believes in, and
Amplements the change." (Mighant Children £n Flonida, E. John Kleinent)

So, whatever efse 45 done for the mighant children in oun schools, Securing
experdienced, Lf possible, butl definitely enthusiastic, sensitive teachers
for them L8 most impontant and should be given Fop prionity. Some sont of
ondentation progham forn all teachens in schoofs with mighant ewrolfments
ought to be nequined &0 that teachens will have some preparation for com-
prehending Zhe unique background and experiences which these very specink
children bring with them to thein new schooks.

Several proghams have been effected in Dade County through a special grant
o Flonida International Univernsity by the Florida Department of Education.
The Social Educator Development P&aamm provides social services and exten-
44ve educational assistance, through the twenty-thnee county schools

L

districts, for migrant chifdren and thein families.
—Charlene Esserman, Metropolitan Dode County
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